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r orientation tour 
East-West German border 
ion tour is scheduled for 

12. 
lour is offered once a 

to 50 soldiers, family mem-
«nd Department of Defense 

ees of the GSMC. 
A»>x)ne interested in taking the 

orientation tour should 
• Staff Sgt. Andino, Direc-
of Plans, Training, Mobili-

- and Security (DPTMS). 
--;81/6453. 

MO retail sale 
The Defense Reutilization and 

teiing Office Ludwigsburg, lo­
on Osterholzalle, near Cof-

Barracks, and the commissary 
hold a large retail sale of ex-

personal and government 
rty June 16 from 8 a.m. to 

•oon. 
The sale is open to everyone 

lod is for cash. Non-U.S. person­
nel must pay customs on pur-
.tiases before they may be re-
Tx>ved. 

For more information, contact 
the DRMO at 4282-892/554. 

Holiday shopping 

/The Robinson Barracks shop-
ng center will be open regular 

bours from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Memorial Day, May 29. The Burg­
er King will be open from 7 a.m. to 
- p.m. The RB shoppette will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
the filling station will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

The Kelley Main Exchange will 
be closed but the Kelley shoppette 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

The Patch Main Exchange will 
be open regular hours, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and the Patch shop­
pette will be open from 10 a.m. to 
S p.m. 

Telephone change 
Effective immediately, the 

GSMC Command Section has a 
new telephone extension: 420-
6448. 

All staff sections and subcom-
munities are encouraged to call in 
on either this line or the other 
local extension, 420-6026. 

Special Olympics 

The GSMC Special Olympics 
will be held Ma;^ 31 at the Stutt­
gart American High School at Pat­
tonville from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Volunteer buggers are asked to 
assist for the event. Sign-up is re­
quested by May 22. 

The BCZMSC point of contact 
for collection of names of buggers 
is Nikki Hathaway at the RB L i ­
brary, 420-7385. 
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Army budget retains key people: 
3.6 percent pay hike scheduled 

Key Army personnel and quality of 
life programs were among those pre­
served in the amended fiscal year 1990 
Army budget submitted to Congress by 
the Secretary of Defense April 25. 

Among the programs successfully re­
tained at current funding levels by the 
Army leadership during mterservice ne­
gotiations were military pay, direct med­
ical care, recruiting and retention, train­
ing, and modernization of key combat 
systems. 

"With the amended budget the Army 
will remain a well-trained strategic force 
fully capable of carrying out its world­
wide missions i f deterrence fails." said 
Maj. Gen. Merle Freitag, director of the 
Army budget. 

In developing the FY 90 budget ini­
tially submitted to Congress in February, 
the Army set four priorities: retention of 
essential readiness, retention of essential 
sustainability, a slower-paced moderni­
zation program, and minimum force 
structure cuts. 

"We believe we met these objectives 
in February and again in Apr i l , " Freitag 
declared. 

Military pay raises of 3.6 percent for 

FY 90 and 3.2 percent for FY 91 were 
part of the amended budget. 

Considerable effort was made by the 
Army to retain training funds. "Optem-
po" — The intensity at which major 
Army combat systems are operated 
throughout the year and a key training 
indicator — will be funded at a sufficient 
level to ensure a high state of readiness. 
So too will be key equipment moderniza­
tion programs. 

Programs funded at the same levels in 
both the February and April budgets are 
recruiting and retention, Abrams tank. 
Bradley fighting vehicle, patriot missile, 
improved Howitzer program, and rock­
ets for the "Multiple Launch Rocket Sys­
tem" (MLRS). 

Programs receiving more funds in the 
April budget than in the February budget 
are in the anti-armor weapons system-
medium, (the replacement for the drag­
on), MLRS launchers, ground-based 
laser technology, "firefindcr 11" artillery 
radar, and "anti-satellite" (ASAT) kinet­
ic energy research. 

Other highlights of the amended FY 
90 budget: 

The amended budget will be $1.7 bi l­

lion, or 2.1 percent, less than the budget 
of $80.5 billion initially submitted in 
February. 

A reduction of 7,929 positions from 
the active force will require the elimina­
tion of one active duty brigade from the 
4lh Infantry Division at Fort Carson, 
Colo., by Dec. 31. Currently, the 4th Di­
vision is the only "heavy" division in the 
U.S. with three active brigades. After 
Dec. 31, the division will be rounded-out 
with a reserve component brigade like 
other U.S. heavy divisions. 

Most of the remaining cuts will come 
from the inactivation of Pershing missile 
units being eliminated as a result of the 
INF treaty with the Soviet Union. 

To continue funding for its LHX heli­
copter program, the Army will eliminate 
two active and five reserve compKDnent 
AH-64 Apache battalions from its cur­
rent or planned force structure. 

Army civilian personnel strength from 
FY 90 will be 404,225 a reduction of 645 
from the original FY 90 budget sub­
mitted in February. For FY 91, Army 
civilian strength will be 403,985. 

(ARNews) 

Counting sheep 
Heiner (his first name, shepherds traditionaHy don't have last ones) tends a flock near the Pattonville Airfield. The 
sheep are among 700 owned by Gustav Simmendinger on land he rents at a minimum rate from the Army. For more 
than 40 years, sheep owned by the Simmendinger family have been grazing near the airfield and shepherded by 
members of Heiner's family (and others). The land was given to the Army for training purposes after World War II 
under the NA TO Status of Forces Agreement. But Uncle Sam has a heart and, respectful of local traditions, continued 
to make ttte land available to the people who love it. Simmendinger reseeds ttte area at his own expense and is also 
r0tfvired to have a vetervwrian check his flock to prevent the spread of disease. 


